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1. CUU leader Ernst lemwer recently told a friend that a megting of ths Minister-

25X1 Prosidents of the Russien Zone, pilus representetives of all the poiiticel
25X1 parties, was callsd an 24 Juns 1947 at the Berlin House of Soviet Cultura.

The purpose of the conference wee the discussion of the possibility of setting
25X1 up a central governmant for the Bussian Zone.

2. SED speakers, egpeclally Wlhelm Pleck and Dy.. Steinhoff, Minister~President
of Brandenburg, demanded that such a government be established in view of
the faet that the Western Beonomie Councll was the eguivalant of a centrdl.
government for the U.S8. snd Beitish Zones.

3. Jakob Xaiser of the CDU and Artur Lieutenant of the LOP ohjected, declaring
that the Heonomic Council was in no way & centyal government., Kalser arm ed
that the economic fusion of the British and American zones had been forced
upon the western powars by Soviet opposition to a cenbypal govarmient fopr all
of fermany. He added that a central government for the Russien Zone would
be the flest step to a finel partition of Gormany and declared that the—
€U rejected asuch a policy.

4o Wilhelm Pieckfs son, Artur (a former Red Apay major who has lived twelve
years in the USSR), was the Tirst to be suggested by the SED as a posasible
Hinister-President of the vuited Ruasien Zone. His candidacy was, however,
opposed by the CDU, the ILDP, former members of the 8FD, and by scme SED
repregentatives, including Grotewohl. The rejcetion of Artur Pisck was
followed by the nominabion of Dr. Steinhoff, which was me% with etubborn
opposition from the same circies. The SED was then forced to propoae less
prominent politisiene like Selbmann of Saxcny and Leuschuer of Berlin.
Objections were again raised. The finel nomination was thet of Frivs Ebert,
son of the former President, an ex-Social Democrat with a weak pergonality .
The SED is hopeful of his acesptance since they expect him to follow thed
wishes.

5. The CDU will put up a strong fight against the establisiment of a central
goverment for the Russisn Zone, but leaders fear that Soviet pressure will
result in 2 co miNg arrangsment whereby such & central government will
init] y ak Yeconomic councily,
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